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For ‘‘ The Friend."* 


GEOLOGY OF SCRIPTURE. 
(Continued from p. 259.) 


The object in these citations from the work 
of Fairholme being to exhibit in the least pos- 
sible space the course and character of his 
reasoning, consequently, in what next follows, 
embracing the 2d, 3d, and part of the 4th 
chapters, such portions as are not positively 
essential to our purpose are omitted. 

“ We now come to the consideration of the 
second day of the creation, in which it pleased 
the Almighty to create, and set in order, the 
firmament, or atmosphere, by which the whole 
globe was to be surrounded. 

“¢ And God said, let there be a firmament 
in the midst of the waters; and let it divide 
the waters from the waters: and God made 
the firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament,’ (or upon the 
earth,) ‘from the waters which were above 
the firmament,’ (or in the clouds,) and it was 
so.” 

“Tt were as vain to enquire into the mode 
of the creation of the atmospheric firmament, 
or firm support, by which the whole globe is 
embraced, and, in a@ manner, hermetically 


raised high into the new atmosphere, thus 
dividing ‘the waters which were under the 
firmament’ from the aqueous vapours, which 
were, from hence forward, to be suspended 
‘above,’ (or in the higher parts of) ‘ the fir- 
mament.’”’ 

** On the second day, then, of the creation, 
this most vital part of the earth’s system was 
ordained, and submitted to those laws which 
have ever since continued in action. The 
moisture exhaled from the newly created wa- 
ters, by the newly created sun, was elevated 
from the surface of the globe, still hid under 
its watery covering, and was suspended in the 
higher regions of the firmament, to descend 
upon the future dry land in fruitful showers. 

“ The sun itself, however, was not yet made 
to appear through the clouds, although its 
light again produced a second morning, which, 
with its preceding evening, formed ‘ the se- 
cond day.’ 

** We now come to the consideration of the 
events which took place on the third day of 
the creation, viz. ‘the gathering together of 
the waters unto one place,’ and the consequent 
appearance of the ‘dry land.’ 

**¢ And God said, let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, 
and let the dry land appear; and it was so.’ 

“ And this great fiat of the Almighty was to 
produce the first great geological secondary 
formations which we find upon the earth’s sur- 
face; and asthe laws which were, in the course 
of time, to give rise to allthe other secondary 
formations, were from this time forth to come 
into action, it will be necessary for us to give 
our utmost attention to the consideration of 
this great change upon the surface of the 
earth. 

“We have before remarked, that, during 


sealed, as into that of granite, or of water.|the first and second days of the creation, the 
We have, therefore, nothing left us, but to/earth must have presented to the view (had 


receive the fact as recorded, as this is a part 
of our earth to which the principles of crys- 
tallisation will not apply, and which the chaotic 
philosophy has not yet accounted for by second- 
ary causes. It may be permitted to us, how- 
ever, to form some idea of the state of the 
new earth at the termination of the ‘ first day,’ 
and of the effects produced by the fiat of the 
second. We have already arrived at the con- 
clusion, that as the ‘evening and the morn- 
ing’ had formed the ‘ first day,’ the sun was 
already created, although nothing more than 
its effects of light had yet appeared. The 
power of the sun must now, however, have 
begun to act by those laws, by which it has 
ever since been regulated; and this power, 
acting upon the earth, with its watery enve- 
lope, must have produced the effect of a thick 


fog, which was now to be evaporated, and 








globe of spheroidal form, covered with a thin 
coat of aqueous fluid, and already revolving 
on its axis as a member of the solar system. 
We are fully authorised in coming to this lat- 
ter conclusion, from the distinct mention 
made in the record, of the days, comprising, 
like our present days, the evening and the 
morning, with the darkness and the light fol- 
lowing each other in regular succession. The 
sun, it is true, had not yet been made visibly 
to appear, or to shine through the, as yet, 
cloudy atmosphere; nor had the moon yet be- 
come visible, from an additional, and yet more 
interesting and remarkable reason, which of 
itself ought to be looked upon as confirmative 
of this view; and that is, that supposing her 
to have been placed on the first day of the cre- 


any human eye existed to look upon it) a solid 
tion, (when we are to conclude that the whole 


solar system started into being,) in the relative 
situation as to the sun and the earth, which 
she has ever since held at that period of her 
course when we give her the title of a new 
moon, it was not possible she could have been 
seen from the earth ‘ until the third evening 
of her revolution, according to our computa- 
tion, which exactly answers to the fourth 
evening of the Mosaical days; our computa- 
tion connecting the evening with the preceding 
day-light, but the Mosaical computation with 
the succeeding day-light:’ and on this very 
day, accordingly, and not till then, she was 
made to appear at sun-set, to rule, or lead on 
the night, as the sun was ordained to rule and 
conduct the day. 

“It was now the will of the Creator that 
the earth should no longer be ‘ invisible’ under 
its watery covering ; and, accordingly, the 
command was given, that ‘the waters should 
be gathered together unto one place,’ that the 
‘dry land’ might appear. In considering this 
great event, it becomes a natural and fair 
question, as it has been left open to us by the 
record, as to the mode or means by which it 
must have taken place. The well-poised earth 
had already begun to revolve upon its axis; 
and the laws of gravitation and of fluids had 
consequently begun to act in our system. By 
these laws, it was impossible that the waters 
could have been gathered together by accu- 
mulation, or above the géneral level, as the 
solids of the earth might have been. Wecan, 
therefore, come to no other conclusion than 
that to which we are also led by various parts 
of the inspired writings, viz. that God did 
‘ rend the depths by his intelligence,’ and form- 
ed a depression, or hollow, on a part of the 
solid globe, within which, by the appointed 
laws of fluids, the ‘depths’ were ‘ gathered 
together.’ 

“ And here we should naturally feel dispos- 
ed, if the enquiry could be expected to lead 
to any satisfactory result, to enquire how a 
hollow could be formed in so solid a mass as 
we must conceive the primitive earth to have 
been. But, in this enquiry, we should be 
adopting that very hypothetical reasoning 
which has so often led to error, and which we 
have already found such reason to condemn. 
The record is distinct ; the fact of water re- 
quiring a hollow bed is undeniable. The means 
of forming that bed, we may safely refer to 
the hands of Him who could create the ocean 
himself which it was to contain.* 

‘The depression, small as it proves to be, 





* “ He spake the word, and they were made: He 
commanded, and they were created. 

“He hath made them fast for ever and ever: He 
hath given them a law which shall not be broken.” — 
Psalm cx\viii. 
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compared with the diameter of the whole 
earth, was sufficiently deep and extensive to 
cause vast changes;in,the.strueture of a great 
part of the surface of the globe. In whatever 
mode the bed of the ocean was sunk, it is 
quite certain that the shores of the newly 
gathered waters must have been left in a rough, 
broken, precipitous state. The descending 
portion of the solid earth, which was to form 
the bottom of the new sea, must have been 
subjected to extensive fracture and derange- 
ment, and must instantly have been acted 


THE FRIEND. 


sand orgravel.. In either of:these new forms 


they are hurried to: the great’ deep, and add 
their mite: to: that immense treasury. The 
same currents in the ocean bring the same 
materials, until either the one becomes ex- 
pended, or the: other differently directedi A 
bed, or stratum, is formed, which, under cer- 
tain circumstances, becomes hardened into 
stone. It again assumes a new form, and is 
again known by yet another name; it becomes 
the free stone, or conglomerate of geologists. 
Thus we may trace the materials of secondary 


upon by that continual movement, and circu-| formations to the decomposition of the primi- 
lation, which were then decreed, and have} tive creations. 


ever since been kept up, in the great body of 
the waters. The tides, and the currents, these 
unceasing agents, would then commence their 
unwearied labours; and the immense debris 
of primitive rocks, would, by constant move- 
ment and friction, be reduced to the various 
stages in which they are now often found. 
From that day forth, the vapours exhaled from 
the waters by the heat of the sun, were to be 
converted into the various meteoric phenome- 
na with which the firmament is charged. ‘The 
clouds were to descend upon the now ‘dry 
land;’ the rills, the brooks, the rivers, were 
now to begin their never ending courses, each 
charged with its load of moveable particles, 
destined to be deposited in the bed of the new 
sea. The sands, and gravels of the new shores, 
would then be unmixed with those various 
secondary, or shelly substances, we now find 
amongst them in such abundance. Their ap- 
pearance would then be altogether crystalline 
and primitive ; and the first. strata arranged 
by the ocean on the granitic surface of the 
sea’s bed, would naturally be formed of such 
substances, and without any vestige of animal 
bodies which had not been created; and which, 
though soon afterwards ‘ brought forth abun- 
dantly,’ could not, for a long time, have left 
their shelly remains in the abundance we have 
reason to know they subsequently did. 

‘It requires but a slight glance around us 
to perceive, that by the laws to which all 
things have been submitted by the Almighty, 
(to which we generally give the unmeaning 
name of the laws of nature,) matter is con- 
stantly assuming a different form. The stately 
oak moulders into dust, and becomes food for 
other plants. ‘The ox changes grass into flesh; 
his flesh passes at his death into other beings, 
who, in their turn, undergo the same meta- 
morphosis. All created beings move, without 
ceasing, from one form to another. Man 
himself, being laid in the earth, fertilises the 
soil: his flesh becomes food for plants, which 
are eaten by animals, which man, in his turn, 
devours. His Creator has announced to him 
this great truth, ‘ For dust thou art, and unto 
dust thou shalt return.’ Even the most solid 
portions of the mineral world are not exempt- 
ed from the influence of these laws. The 
primitive and solid granite, when acted upon 
by cold, by heat, or by moisture, becomes 
slowly, but gradually decomposed. Its mi- 
nute parts become detached, and are removed 


“ The question then occurs, what were the 
primitive creations? and were they confined 
to the small number of rocks now considered 
as such by geologists? We feel quite satis- 
fied that all the calcareous and secondary for- 
mations now known as such, did not exist in 
their present form in the beginning; because 
they contain the fossil remains of animals or 
vegetables which are often preserved in their 
most delicate parts, and which, consequently, 
must have been embedded at a period when 
these hard rocks were in the state of soft mud. 
But as the materials for the formation of these 
soft beds, must have originally been furnished 
from some primitive creation; and as a minute 
examination of them does not generally exhi- 
bit a crystalline appearance such as is supposed 
to characterise primitive rocks, it becomes a 
highly important consideration whether our 
present ideas of primitive creations are suf- 
ficiently extended. For example, what con- 
clusion do we come to from a minute exami- 
nation of the composition of chalk, which 
forms 80 extensive a portion of secondary form- 
ations? Its particles are of the finest earthy 
nature, and no appearance can be detected of 
any of the constituent parts of what are con- 
sidered primitive rocks. In the finer sorts of 
clay we find the same smooth earthy charac- 
ter; and all limestone formations may perhaps 
be included in this remark. Some geologists 
have supposed that all limestone is as much an 
animal formation as coral. This idea is pro- 
bably unfounded; for if we can trace the for- 
mation of this extensive class of secondary 
rocks to the bed of the antediluvian ocean, we 
shall find reason to conclude, that all these 
earthy formations, containing sea shells, must 
have been gradually formed by the accumula- 
tion of the finer particles of primitive decom- 
position. 

‘** Are we to suppose, then, at the end of 
the six days of the creation, when the new 
earth had been brought forth, adorned with 
‘grass, and the herb yielding seed, and the 
fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind,’ that all 
this vegetable world was nourished upon the 
solid primitive rocks, which in the present day 
are found to be utterly unfitted for vegetation? 
Are we to conclude that the same Almighty 
Power, which could create solid granite, to- 
gether with all the varieties of the vegetable 
world, could not also provide the proper soils 
in which vegetables were to be nourished ? 


far from their parent rock, by the action of| No.—The idea would be worthy of that phi- 


the running waters. Frequent movement rubs 
off their angles; they assume a new form; 
they are known by a new name ; they become 


losophy which imagines all things to have been 
at first in an imperfect state, and that their 
present order and beauty have gradually arisen 


by the mere:laws- 





of nature. It is: more con- 
sistent with\reasom as well as with the histo- 
riead, record), ta, canclude, , tliat, as vegetables 
of every description were created perfect, there 
must have been a soil also created at the first, 
and suited to the nourishment of this new ve- 
getable creation. 

** The consideration of the component parts 
of the loose alluvial soils, and of their origin, 
has, in general, been set aside, or overlooked, 
by geologists; and our present soils are so 
mixed up with decomposed animal and vege- 
table matter, that we cannot, from them, form 
a distinct idea of what they originally must 
have been. But if we deny that a pure soil 
must have existed from the very first, we adopt 
the doctrine of secondary causes. We must, 
in that case, suppose that vegetation began, 
and gradually proceeded in much the same 
manner as is observed on the lava thrown out 
by volcanoes; which, for many years after it 
has cooled, remains solid and totally barren, 
and which first admits of only the most mi- 
nute species of mosses; but by the gradual 
decomposition and renewal of these, and by 
the atmospheric action upon the lava itself, a 
soil is gradually formed, which proves in the 
end extremely fertile. 

‘** We have before found reason, however, 
to come to a different conclusion. We have 
found, with Newton, ‘ that it became Him who 
created all things, to set them in order; and if 
He did so, it is unphilosophical to seek for 
any other origin of things, or to pretend that 
they might have arisen, by the mere laws of 
nature.’ 

‘We, therefore, conclude, that there must 
have been a primitive soil for the support of 
a primitive vegetation ; that that soil must have 
been loose and friable, as at present, and sub- 
ject, like the present soils, to continual move- 
ments by currents; and that it would, conse- 
quently, afford the materials for many of the 
secondary rocks, which geologists cannot 
otherwise account for.” 


Ay Ts F. 
For ‘* The Friend.” 
FRUITS OF INFIDELITY. 


There is abundant proof, that unbelief re- 
specting the truths of divine revelation will 
be followed by a train of consequences, de- 
structive of the peace and happiness of those 
who are entangled in its delusive snares. 
Should the unbeliever not even be drawn into 
immorality or gross wickedness, but against 
which he has no security, he must, never- 
theless, be deprived of those sensations of 
divine favour and acceptance, which solace 
the weary soul in affliction, and furnish the 
true Christian with a sure hope of salvation 
and rest in the arms of his Saviour, from all 
the ills and fears of time. And without this 
consolation, which the gospel of Jesus Christ 
alone affords, what a miserable creature is 
man! He was not made to derive his enjoy- 
ments from sensual indulgence, and cannot 
from that source satisfy the wants of an im- 
mortal spirit. Created originally in the image 
of God, but which was lost through transgres- 
sion, his employment is, or ought to be, to 
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regain that divine similitude, which constitutes 
his highest happiness, through the mediation 
of the Lord Jesus, and the sanctification of 
the Holy Spirit in the heart. 

How must the mind of that man, who once 
possessed a belief in Christ, but who by yield- 
ing to the spirit of scepticisin, has totally lost 
it, be harrowed up at times with the dread of 
an awful future, and the consciousness that he 
is living without God in the world, destitute 
of all capacity to hope that he shall ever see 
his face with joy, and hear the gladdening an- 
nunciation, ‘* Well dune, good and faithful 
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
When he is compelled to feel that there is no- 
thing within his power, upon which he can for 
a moment rest the least pleasing anticipation 
of the future, nothing that affords the faintest 
ray of light on the destination of his immortal 
soul, what a dreary waste does the state of his 
mind present. ‘Io relieve himself from this 
cheerless and hopeless prospect, he is impel- 
led onward to the conclusion that there is no 
futurity, that he ceases to exist with the ani- 
mal life of the body—-or at most it is all un- 
certainty, and like other unbelievers, he must 
take a leap in the dark. After reaching this 
stage of infidelity, if he can release himself 
from the fear of the law, and the sentiments 
of respectable society with which he has min- 
gled, where are the checks to unbridled licen- 
tiousness—the barriers that shall restrain him 
from plunging into the darkest shades of de- 
pravity, and grossest crime? Ie has laboured 
to discard, and perhaps has succeeded for a 
time, in divesting himself of all apprehensions 
of the future, and with those salutary appre- 
hensions, has lost the strongest inducement to 
virtue; those incentives to purity which arise 
from the Christian belief in a state of endless 
happiness or misery in another world, accord- 
ing to the deeds of this life. But, notwith- 
standing all exertion to unshackle bis mind 
from those sacred truths of the gospel which 
he once believed, deep compunction and 
fearful dread overtake him, and he is driven 
by the destroyer of souls, to doubt, to disbe- 
lieve, and to deny that there is any God. This 
is his last and dreadful hope—that there is no 
future existence—no God—and of course that 
there is no danger of everlasting punishment 
where the worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched. Miserable and fatal ~delusion ! 
Deism leads to atheism. Infidelity has no 
stopping point. None who embark on its 
dangerous current can foresee their destiny. 
The conclusion that they will go thus far, and 
no further, will avail nothing to secure them. 
Once launched into the stream, nothing can 
snatch them from inevitable destruction, but 
an Almighty arm; and having denied and re- 
jected Him who is given for salvation to the 
ends of the earth, there can be no hope for 
them, unless they should be granted repent- 
ance, and faith in that mercy which is ex- 
tended to lost man through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

A pamphlet was published last year, enti- 


ing various arguments, marked with no small 
degree of originality, and possessed of much 
force, though somewhat quaintly expressed, | 
in support of the Christian religion, together 
with numerous facts which conclusively prove 
the destructive influences of infidelity. Some 
of the latter are selected for “* The Friend,” 
and recommended to the serious reflection o 
those who have imbibed the pernicious senti- 
ment, that “ belief is no virtue, and unbelie 
no crime.”’ Let them contemplate the degra- 
dation into which those scholars of infidelity 
sunk, and the horrible ends which their prin- 
ciples brought them to, some of whom were 
men of talent and education. Let them pause 
and solemnly consider the awful gulf which 
awaits all those to whom our Lord's declara- 























































seared as with a hot iron. They can now 
speak contemptuously of the sacred doctrines 
of Christianity, when once they would have 
shuddered to express themselves so. To the 
sincere, yet inexperienced believer in Christ, 
we would say, beware of these, whatever may 
be their exterior, for the poison of asps is 
under their tongues, and their words will eat 
as doth a canker. Many silly persons have 
been led away by them, and there is at all 
times danger in the company of the- infidel, 
especially where a show of kindness and cour- 
tesy is assumed to conceal detestable princi- 
ples, and to allure that they may more easily 
make a prey of the unsuspecting. For the 
youth, we feel especially and affectionately 
solicitous, that they may keep on their watch, 
where only preservation will be found. Mark 
that person and avoid him or her, who, with 
an air of pleasantry, throws a taunt or a sneer 
at any of the doctrines of the New Testament. 
M. 


the fruits of Christianity, as exhibited in the 
lives of its professors and the opposite results 
from a denial of its heavenly doctrines, the 
writer closes with the following: — 

«| will illustrate my sentiment by the fol- 
lowing facts, which took place within my own 
knowledge. 

“ I knew a party, formed about fifty years 
ago, in Orange county, and Smith’s Cove, in 
the state of New York, for the avowed pur- 
pose of destroying Christianity and religious 
government. They claimed a right to indulge 
in lasciviousness, and to recreate themselves, 
as their propensities and appetites should dic- 
tate. Those who composed this association, 
were my neighbours; some of them .were my 
schoolmates. I knew them well both before 
and after they became members. I marked 
their conduct, and saw and knew their end. 
Their number was about twenty men, and 
tled “An Address submitted to the Considera-|some females. After this association was 
tion of R. D. Owen, Kneeland, Houston,| formed, I attended a religious meeting, at 
and others of the infidel party in the city of} which Daniel Haviland, a Quaker, was pre- 
New York; by Abner Cunningham:” contain-|sent, from the county of Duchess, who rose 






After depicting in an able manner some of| Abimel Young, in the very act. 


in the meeting, with trembling limbs, and 
tears rolling over his furrowed cheeks sprin- 
kled on the floor, and said—‘I sawa vision 
of those who conspire against my Master! 
Friends, keep from them! Keep your chil- 
dren from them! I saw the wild boar of the 
forest making inroads upon them, and every 
footstep marked with blood! I shall think 
strange, if they do not die some unnatural and 
bloody death.’ (Here the chairman interrupt- 
ed me, and called for an explanation of what 
was meant by natural or unnatural death.) I 
will tell you what I understand by a natural 
and unnatural death. A natural death is to 
die of sickness, on a bed. An unnatural 
death is to die as they did!! Of these, some 
were shot; some hung; some drowned; two 


tion applies, If ye believe not that I am he,; destroyed themselves by intemperance, one of 
ye shall die in your sins. And if ye die in}whom was eaten by dogs, and the other by 
your sins, whither I go ye cannot come.’’|}hogs; one committed suicide; one fell from 
There are not a few, whose hearts were once} his horse, and was killed; and one was struck 
tender, and very sensitive to the approach of| with an axe, and bled to death. 
evil, who have fallen away, little by little,| the original combination survived the term of 
until they have made shipwreck of faith, and| five years from the prophesy of Haviland. 
their consciences are growing callous, being|can give you names and particulars of the per- 


Not one of 


I 


sons who thus sacrificed their lives and repu- 
tation to the folly, which you call liberal. For 
the sake of the living, 1 will introduce the 
initials of their names only, except a few. 

“‘ Joshua Millar was a teacher of infidelity, 
and was shot off a stolen horse, by Col. J. 
Woodhull. N. Millar, his brother, was shot 
off a log, while he was playing at cards on 
first day morning, by Zebid June, on a scout- 
ing party for robbers. Benjamin Kelly was 
shot off his horse by a boy, the son of the 
murdered, for the murder of one Clarke; he 
lay above ground, until the crows picked his 
bones. J.Smith committed suicide, by stab- 
bing himself, while he was imprisoned for 
crime. W. Smith was shot by B. Thorpe and 
others, for robbery. S. J. betrayed his own 
confidential friend for five dollars; his friend 
was hung, and himself afterwards was shot by 
D. Lancaster, said to be anaceident; I heard 
the report of the gun, and saw the blood. J. 
A. was shot by Michael Coleman, for robbing 
J. V. was 
shot by a company of militia. J. D., in one 
of his drunken fits, laid out, and was chilled 
to death. J.B. was hanged for stealing a 
horse. T. M. was shot by a continental 
guard, for not coming to, when hailed by the 
guard. C. Smith was hung for the murder of 
Major Nathaniel Strong. J. Smith and J. 
Vervellen were hung for robbing Jofn Sacket. 
B. K, was hung for stealing oothes. One 
other individual hung for murder, (name not 
recollected.) N.B. was ¢rowned, after he 
and J. B. had been confmed for stcaling a 
large ox, sent to General Washington as a 
present, by his friend. W. T. and W. H. were 
drowned. C.C. sung himself. T. F., dr. 
was shot by ordet of a court martial, for de- 
sertion. A. & was struck with an axe, and 
bled to death. FF. S. fell from his horse, and 
was killed: W- Clark drank himself to death; 
he was eaten by the hogs, before his bones 
were found, and they were known by his 
clothing. He was once a member of respect- 
able standing in the presbyterian church. 
While he remained with them, and regarded 
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eee —————— ee eo SSS 
their rules and regulations, he was exemplary, | well educated ma, Was Growned that sume} iniquity, a violation of the principles of pro- 


priety, a disgrace to the intellect of man, and 
a curse to the world. These examples are all 
within my own knowledge, and not from hear- 
My eyes have seen, and my ears have 
heard, all that I have here related. 
the facts. 

“ I am now sixty-nine years of age. I can- 
He said he had} not expect to remain long upon earth. 
pect soon to be called to my last account. The 
J. H., the last I shall |lowed their directions, nor answered the ends} foregoing may be considered among my last, 
mention in communication with that gang,|for which they bad educated him. They had| perhaps my dying acts; and my humble desire 

Most of the foregoing |designed him for the gospel ministry, and had| is, that they may be the cause of breaking 

down the delusive hopes of those, who, in un- 

cation. B. A. was a well educated lawyer, guarded moments, have yielded to the folly 
and delusion of darkness, bigotry, and super- 

stition; that the Christian religion, in its purity, 
C. C. was also educated for the bar, a man of} may have free course and be glorified; and 
blood;’ and most of them were in eternity, in| mind, superior to many, and inferior to few of} that a fallen world may be brought under its 


industrious, sober,-and respectable; and not;season. His remains were found fast in the 
until he became an infidel, did he become a ice; the fowls of the air had picked his bones 
vagabond. His bones, clothing, and jug, | above, and the inhabitants of the watery ele- 
were found in a corn-field, belonging to John| ment had picked his bones below the ice. He, 
Coffee, and they were buried without a coffin. | with the last five mentioned, were in my em- 
J. A , Senr., died in the woods, his rum} ployment. On seeing the fate of his cotempo- 
jug by his side. 
brought home one of his legs, which was iden-|his own approaching end. 
tified by the stocking; his bones had been|been disobedient to his parents, had not fol- 
picked by animals. 





died in a drunken fit. 
had but commenced their career of folly and|expended much on his education, for that vo- 
degradation, when Daniel Haviland uttered 
his prophesy against them, and said, ‘ he saw|and attended the meeting to which I have al- 
the wild boar of the forest making inroads|luded. He came to his death by starvation. 
upon them, and every footstep marked with 







say. 


He was not found until a dog|raries, he expressed fearful apprehensions of 





Jess than three years from that time; and not/his time. He, by want, hunger, and filth, was} peaceful and benign influence.” 


more than two were spared to exceed ten/thrown into a fever, of which he died, a martyr 
years. Like causes produce like effects. The|to his own folly. S.C. hung himself. J. B. 
fruits of your sentiments and folly are seen,| went to the state’s prison for perjury. J. M., 
only to be deplored. Whenever and wherever |state’s prison for house-breaking. J. G., state’s 
you gain an ascendancy, fugitives and vaga-| prison for stealing a horse. J. L. was whipped, 
bonds are multiplied. The conduct of the fe-|and banished for stealing grain. J. H., whip- 
males who associated with this gang, was such, | ped and banished for stealing a watch. D. D. 
as to illustrate its practical effects upon them. | was hired to shoot a man for ten dollars, and 
None of them were fit associates of decent,|was hung. G. C., state’s prison for stealing 
refined, and moral society. ahorse. The fate of C. G. I have before stated. 
“Allow me to exemplify my positions by|J. M., state’s prison for forgery. S. flogged 
giving further proof of the blighting influence |and banished, for stealing a horse. J. N. and 
of your pernicious doctrines. Blind Palmer {his son, state’s prison for stealing cattle. The 
appears to have been the pillar and pride of |father was for five, and the son for two years 
your club. He collected together a number, |and a half. The son is, at this day, the most 
who were willing to hear and follow his in-|respectable man belonging to your company. 
structions in the county of Orange, and differ-|He is industrious, and, I believe, makes an 
ent parts of the country. They espoused the|honest living; though he yet remains a public 
-cause and drank of its consequences. ‘They |advocate fur your cause. H, 8. absconded 
organised themselves in opposition to the |from the state, for taking a false oath. 5S. B. 
Christian religion, attempted to destroy the |sent to state's prison, on conviction for man- 
Bible and all biblical influence. One of their |slaughter; and, since his discharge, has taken 
first acts of folly, and deeds of darkness, was |@ false oath, to my knowledge. He was 
to commit the sacred volume to the flames. |among the earliest and most active advocates 
The objects of their association seemed to be,|of blind Palmer. S. came to his death by 
-to blaspheme against the Gop or HEAVEN; to taking laudanum. M., a school-teacher, and 
show their contempt for his law, his religion, of the same club, was seat to the state’s prison 
and his examples; as also to defile the pure |for embezzlement. J. M., a brewer, took a 
altars of the Most High with mockery and /false oath. It was proved to be false, to the 
ridicule. ‘They called their association a Li-|satisfaction of the court. D. W. took a false 
beral Meeting; and, at one of their cabals, ad- oath, supported by several of his party. J 
ministered, as I was informed by those present, | knew it to be false, and so decided the court. 
the ordinance of baptism, and the Lord’s sup-|R- J., one of your party, was hung for shoot- 
per, to cats and dogs, with all the apparent ing a woman. F., an advocate for the same 
solemnity of those who believe those ordi- doctrines, attempted suicide, by cutting his 
nances to be necessary acts of worship to him |own throat. Dr. C. C. B. was disowned by 
who instituted them. Most of those who be-|the Society of Friends, for having become a 
longed to thai club, soon became vagabonds, |proselyte to Frances Wright. ‘To my know- 
and most of them were followed by the imme- |ledge he read a letter falsely twice before arbi- 
diate judgments of Gop, and their days were |trators, and was detected. Indeed, few can 
sealed by death. A* the meeting to which ||be found of your whole clan, who do not de- 
have alluded, they bures the Bible, baptised a | grade themselves to the most brutal and bloody 
cat, took the sacrament @ad administered it to|acts of barbarism, and become public nui- 
a dog. One of them, who tenk the sacrament, |sances, fugitives, and vagabonds—a disgrace 
on his way home, exclaimed, « My bowels are |to themselves, and a curse to the world.”’ 
on fire, die I must,’—and die he did, that same| [Here he gives cases of incest and debauch- 
night. Dr. H., one of the same company, was|ery which are unfit for the pages of “The 
found a lifeless lump of clay in bis\bed, the|Friend.””) 
next morning. D. D., their printer, Iejl ina} “1 have followed up this subject, and given 
fit within three days afler, and died. Three |the most striking exemplifications of the prac- 
others were drowned within a few days, or a|tical effects of infidelity. I have shown it to 
short period at most. D. M., another, and a|be the opening of the very flood-gates of 









I do not know that the annexed energetic 
stanzas have been inserted in “ The Friend;’’ 


with the editor’s permission, should like to see 
them there. 


A DIRGE. 
BY GEORGE CROLY. 


* Earth to earth, and dust to dust !” 
Here the evil and the just ; 

Here the youthful and the old; 
Here the fearful and the bold; 

Here the matron and the maid, 

In one silent bed are laid ; 

Here the vassal and the king 

Side by side lie withering ; 

Here the sword and sceptre rust; 
“Earth to earth, and dust to dust !”” 


Age on age shall roll along, 

O’er this pale and mighty throng ; 
Those that wept them, those that w 
All shall with these sleepers sleep, 
Brothers, sisters of the worm; 
Summer’s sun, or winter’s storm, 
Song of peace, or battle’s roar, 

Ne’er shall break their slumbers more ; 
Death shall keep his sullen trust: 

“ Earth to earth, and dust to dust !”” 


Bat a day is coming fast, 

Farth, thy mightiest and thy last! 
It shall come in fear and wonder, 
Heralded by trump and thunder; 

It shall come in strife and toil ; 

It shall come in blood and spoil. 

Tt shall come in empire’s groans ; 
Burning temples, trampled thrones ; 
Then, Ambition, rue thy lust! 
“Earth to earth, and dust todust !” 


Then shall come the judgment sign ; 
In the East tlhe King shall shine, 
Flashing from Heaven's golden gate, 
Thousands, thousands round his state ; 
Spirits with the crown and plume; 
Tremble, then, thou solemn tomb! 
Heaven shall open in our sight; 

Earth be turned to living light ; 
Kingdom of the ransomed Just! 
“Earth to earth, and dust to dust!” 


Then thy mount, Jerusalem, 

Shall be gorgeous as a gem; 

Then shall in the desert riso, 

Fruits of more than Paradise ; 

And the earth again be trod, 

One great garden of her God! 

Till are dried the martyr’s tears, 
Through a thousand glorious years ; 
Now in hope of him we trust. 

“ Earth to earth, and dust to dust!” 


A READER. 
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j 1R of the Bible Association) chasing the depository $3928 8U, for agent’s 
a Seeley arieaieal read at the annual salary, stationary, printing, binding, paper, 
mecting held on the evening of the twenty.first | and incidental expenses $3119 90, leaving a 
of Fourth month, 1834. balance in his hands of $1419 88. wg 
he return of the stated period, for the} The fund for the purchase of the buildings 
annual meeting of the Bible Association ofjat the corner of Fourth street and Appletree 
Friends in America, calls upon the Board ofjalley, amounted at the time of the last re- 
Managers to submit a report of their pro- port to $1858 96, since which it has been 
ceedings during the past year, and of the pre-jincreased by the surplus of rents, interest, 
sent situation of this interesting concern. {and the payment of twenty cents per copy on 
The edition of 2000 Bibles with references, | Bibles issued from the depository $865 82, 
which was in press at the time of the lastjand by money received for subscriptions 
annual meeting, has been completed, beside $3500, making its present total $6224 78, of 
which 1000 copies of the school Bible have|which $6100 is placed at interest on good 
been printed, and an edition of 2000 Testa- security, and $124 78 is in cash. 
ments is now in press. The whole number| William Salter having ceased to serve the 
printed by the managers is 8250 reference association as its agent, the managers have 
Bibles, 2000 school Bibles, and 8000 Testa-jappointed George W. Taylor, of Burlington, 
ments, including those now in progress.|N. J. to succeed him in that station, and he 
The stock on hand consists of 1033 school {accordingly entered on his duties the first 
Bibles, of which 336 are bound, and the instant. Pes: 
remainder in sheets, 565 reference Bibles} The subject of forming a biblical library 
bound, and 3119 in sheets, and 685 Testa-|for the use of the association, to contain an- 
ments. cient editions of the Holy Scriptures, copies 
During the year, 89 school Bibles, 831 re-|of those printed in various languages by the 
ference Bibles, and 1661 Testaments have British and Foreign Bible Society, and other 
been disposed of, as follows: to an auxiliary |similar institutions, and by booksellers; also 
within the limits of New England yearly |ancient and modern works illustrating bibli- 
meeting, 20 Bibles and 48 Testaments; New |cal literature, has for some time engaged the 
York yearly meeting, 147 Bibles and 280jattention of the managers. A book case has 
Testaments; Philadelphia, 165 Bibles and|been provided and placed at the depository 
181 Testaments ; North Carolina, 60 Bibles|for the reception of such works, and a num- 
and 60 Testaments; Ohio, 60 Bibles and |ber have already been presented by the friends 
188 Testaments; and 25 Bibles and 385 Tes-|of the institution, The managers hope that 
taments within Indiana yearly meeting ; mak- further donations will be made for this inter- 
ing a total of 477 Bibles and 1142 Testaments | esting object. : : 
to auxiliaries. In directing their attention to some mode 
There has been received from auxiliary as-|by which the more extensive circulation of 
sociations in the same period, the sum ofjour Bibles might be promoted, aad a greater 
$1204 234, of which $60 is from New Eng-|interest awakened in the concerns of the as- 
land, $266 69 from within the limits of New |sociation, the managers have believed that 
York yearly meeting, $452 87 from Phila-|the services of one or more suitably qualified 
delphia, $69 50 from North Carolina, $157|Friends, who should act as travelling agents, 
ui from Ohio, and $197 30 from Indiana ;} visit the different sections of our country, 
making a total of $7235 10 derived from this|)explain and enforce the objects which we 
source, since the establishment of the Bible| have in view, encourage the establishment of 
Association. By the twelfth article of ourjauxiliaries, and endeavour to search out and 
constitution the auxiliaries are entitled to ajsupply deficiencies, would be highly bene- 
return of the full amount of their payments,|ficial. Although the expense of such an ua- 
if demanded within the current year, in Bi-|dertaking and some other causes have hither- 
bles and Testaments at the lowest prices.|to deterred them from making the attempt, 
The object of this regulation is to encourage | yet they are still of the judgment that if the 
the formation of such associations, and to|requisite funds, and properly qualified per- 
promote the distribution of the Holy Scrip-|sons for the purpose, could be obtained, im- 
tures. Most of those already arn portant benefits might result from the mea- 
i { this privilege, and con-| sure. in th ch 
Sipuisat nadeaient cuee association} Exertions have also been made by the ma-|to been felt in this work of Christian charity. 
have received but little accession from the nagers to increase the sales of our Bibles and We entreat those who may feel that this is 
amount paid in by the auxiliaries. Testaments by placing them in the hands of] their case, to consider seriously what are the 
From an examination of the accounts of|some of the principal booksellers in the large|causes. which have led to such a result. Is 
our treasurer, it appears that he has received |cities ; but the great number of inferior and| your love for the bsothenst and for the cause 
during the year ending fourth month third, in|cheap editions throwo into the market, ren-|of truth waxing cold? Or has the love of 
donations and contributions $4859 31, from|ders the demand very limited. [the world and the eager pursuit of eee 
annual subscribers $249 91, from Friends in| Since their last report the managers haye| cerns so engrossed your attention, as to leave 
England, to pay for Bibles and ‘Testaments |received official notice of the formation of| you little time or inclination to -_—— — 
sent to auxiliaries $1557 45, for Bibles and|three auxiliary associations, viz: Cornwall | selves to higher and nobler objects _ From 
Testaments sold to contributors and other|and Duanesburg in the state of New York,| whatever cause an indifference to this sub- 
persons $1063 974, and from auxiliary as-|and Alum creek in Ohio. The whole num-| ject may arise, it certainly argues a state of 
sociations $1204 23}, making a total of|ber is now thirty-two, viz: one in New Eng-| mind unfavourable to ~ ar wos gaia 
$10,553 58. His payments in the same time|land yearly meeting, seven in New York,/ment in the path of Christian uty an 
amount to $9163 70, viz: for monies borrow-|seven in Philadelphia, one in Virginia, four) inimical to the prosperity of our religious 
ed on interest $2115, to the fund for pur-jin North Carolina, six in Ohio, and six in| Society. 


Indiana. From twenty-six of these, reports 
have come to head ; and the facts which are 
unfolded in some of them, show that perse- 
vering exertions are still requisite to accom- 
plish the purposes for which the Bible Asso- 
ciation was formed. 

With a view to encourage the formation of 
auxiliaries, and to supply them at once with 
the means of gratuitous distribution, the 
managers have agreed to present each new 
association, with ten copies of the reference 
Bible. 

The important position which these asso- 
ciations occupy in the organisation of the 
Society, renders it peculiarly desirable that 
their number should be increased, and that 
greater energy and activity should be infused 
into their operations. They constitute the 
executive department of the institution ; and 
if they fail in the performance of their du- 
ties, the whole of our operations must neces- 
sarily languish. The parent association does 
not profess to seek out those who are desti- 
tute of the Holy Scriptures, nor to supply 
their wants. Its province is to prepare and 
furnish Bibles and Testaments to auxiliaries 
at the lowest price for which they can be af- 
forded, and it belongs to these to perform the 
interesting and Christian duty of handing 
them to persons who, from indigence or other 
causes, are not duly supplied. It will be seen, 
therefore, that with whatever zeal or industry 
the managers may discharge the duties which 
devolve on them, the great objects for which 
we associated can never be attained while 
apathy and indifference paralyse the exertions 
of the auxiliaries. We would affectionately, 
but most eatnestly press this view of the sub- 
ject on the attention of Friends, because we 
fear that unless a lively and fervent concern 
for the distribution and perusal of the sacred 
volume is more generally diffused and che- 
rished among our members, the benefits 
which the association is calculated to impart 
must be lost to a large portion of our religious 
Society. 

In comparing the proceedings of the pre- 
sent with the past year, the managers observe 
with great regret that the amount received 
from the auxiliaries, as well as the number 
of Bibles distributed, is considerably dimi- 
nished. - If this diminution arose from the 
fact that there were not objects requiring our 
aid, we should rather rejoice at it: but we 
cannot avoid the fear that it is indicative of 
a declension in the interest which has hither- 
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The reports received from the auxiliary 


By another auxilidry it is stated, that 27)ed, as we think from motives of religious 


associations furnish ample evidence that| families and 150 individuals are not supplied|duty-and Christian love, in an undertaking 


there is still a great deficiency of Bibles) with the Holy Scriptures. 

among Friends, and that in many places the} Another auxiliary says, “ There are417 fa- 

ability to procure them is also wanting. : tho: 
One auxiliary states that “four families} who are supplied have only small and indis- 





embracing a wide range of objects, involving 
the most important consequences to our fe}. 
milies entirely destitute, and ‘many of those|low members, requiring a heavy expendi. 
ture of money, and long, untiring perseve- 


and 28 individuals are entirely destitute of|tinct copies, and there is a great number of|rance, for the attainment of its great and 


the Holy Scriptures—that three individuals} members who can read that are not furnished 
have the New, but not the Old Testament,| with the Old or New Testament.” 

and that of 189 children attending Friends’ 
schools, 99 are entirely without the Holy|children who are without Bibles or Testa- 
Scriptures, and 39 in possession of the New| ments is 100 or more. ren 
Testament only.” The report of another auxiliary informs, 






good ends. 


And is it a time to relax in our efforts ; to 


Another informs that the number of school] grow languid and careless in the concern, 


when we have but just begun to perceive the 


extent of the evil which we design and hope 
to remedy? Shall we suffer the comforts 


Another report says, “Five families of|that “although there are no families of| which wealth pours around our path, our do- 


Friends'within our limits are entirely desti-| Friends destitute of a copy of the Bible, yet 
tute of the-Holy Scriptures ; three have the| they are far short of being supplied according 
New Testament and not the Old, and many) to the Society’s views—our means for sup- 


others have but inferior copies; 21 adult|plying are so inadequate to the wants of 


members of our Society do not own a copy| Friends, that we have not as yet ‘ascertained 
of the Bible, 10 ‘have the New Testament}the number of members within our limits 
only, and eight scholars are without Bibles or|capable of reading that are not supplied with 
Testaments.” the Holy Scriptures, but it must be very con- 

Another remarks, “Ten families destitute | siderable.” 
of a copy of the Holy Scriptures, and others) Another observes that they are not inform- 
very poorly supplied.” It further states, there|ed of the number of Friends capable of read- 
are within its limits 1600 members of-all|ing, who are destitute of the Holy Scriptures, 
ages; and that the number of Bibles, “such|*+ but without doubt it would be large, several 
as they are, now owned by Friends,”’ is esti-| hundreds.” 
mated by them at five hundred copies. 

By another we are informed, that although] issued by the corresponding committee, near- 
they are not aware of any family of Friends) ly all these associations state that the funds at 
which does not possess one copy of the Bible,| their command are not adequate to the supply 
yet, in many instances, large families have| of Friends within thei respective limits. It 
only one, and that a small one—and that not! is proper to remark that several of them are 
more than half the families have a large fa-| situated in populous neighbourhoods, where 
mily Bible—and that 300 members capable) Friends have been settled for many years, and 
of reading are entirely destitute. auxiliaries have been in operation for a con- 

In another report it is stated that Friends’ | siderable time, and many Bibles distributed. 
families have generally been supplied with a| They embrace, moreover, but a small portion 
eopy of the Holy Scriptures, but some are/ of the Society on this continent, and of course 
furnished only with a small school Bible, and 
that there are 300 individuals within the limits 
of the auxiliary capable of reading, who have/ reports are acknowledged to be imperfect, 
not’a copy. owing in part to the remote situation of the 

From another we learn, that “ although the; members from each other, and the fair con- 
families have generally been supplied with ajclusion is, that if similar returns could be 
Bible, yet the greater part of the branches of| obtained from places where no auxiliaries 
such families, capable of reading the Holy | have yet been formed, a still greater deficien- 
Scriptures, do not own a copy thereof.”’ cy would be exhibited to our view. 

From another report we extract the follow-; Partial, however, as they are, they dis- 
ing: “ Three families appear to be destitute | close a painful and humiliating state of things. 
of the Old and New Testament. There aro! Within the limits.of nine auxiliary associa- 
yet many families within our limits who are|tions, it appears that there are 72 families, 
furnished only with a small Bible, though|and more than 1667 adult members and 301 
the number has considerably diminished dur-|children, capable of reading, not furnished 
ing the three last years; and as ability is af-| with a copy of the Holy Scriptures, beside 
forded it is believed it will still continue to|a very large number of families who have 
diminish. We trust that a desire to read the} only one copy of a small and indistinct school 
Bible, and to become more intimately ac-| Bible. From the peculiar location of several 
quainted with its invaluable contents, is be-| of the auxiliaries which have not forwarded 
coming more apparent, and notwithstanding) any reports this year, it is more than proba- 
there is yet too great remissness with many | ble that their wants are still greater, and when 
in these respects, yet upon the whole there) we consider the rapid increase of settlers in 
has been an improvement, and we-hope will| the western states, the number of new fami- 
continue to be, affording satisfaction and|lies which, every year, branch off from the 
encouragement to those engaged in the la-|older ones, and the youth who are growing 
bour.” up to years of religious understanding, we 

This report further states that although not} shall perceive that, although much has been 


which exist within our borders. Some of the 





prepared to give the whole number of mem-|done toward removing the painful state of 


bers capa le of reading, who are destitute of| things which existed when the association 
the Bible, yet they are informed of 60 adults! was first established, yet much more still re- 
and 55 children in this situation. | mains to be accomplished. We have engag- 





In answer to a query contained in acircular 







exhibit only a partial view of the deficiencies 












mestic ease and enjoyment, the abundant fa- 
cilities for religious and moral improvement 
which attend our favoured lot, or the ardent 
pursuit of our worldly concerns, to engross 
our attention, and lull us into indifferenee 
respecting the wants and privations which 
press upon our distant brethren? For what 
purpose are the gifts of a bountiful Creator 
bestowed upon us, but to be used for his 
glory, and in promoting the happiness and 
improvement of our fellow men? And to 
what more worthy or important object can we 
devote a portion of them, than that which 
now so imperiously demands our aid? Shall 
we permit hundreds of the rising generation, 
to whom we must look for the future support 
of the doctrines and testimonies and institu- 
tions of our religious Society, to grow up to 
manhood, without a copy of the sacred re- 
cords; deprived of those advantages which 
flow from the daily private perusal of their 
precious pages, and in a great degree stran- 
gers to the consolations and aids which, under 
the enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit, 
they afford the sincere Christian in his pil 
grimage through time ? 

Let us pause, before we answer these im- 
portant questions, and ponder the responsi- 
bility of our standing—let us reflect on the 
declaration of our blessed Lord, “ Where 
much is given, much is required’’—on the 


justice and benevolence of that Being who 


has made our condition to differ from that of 
our brethren, and on the solemn reckoning 
which must one day be made, for the stew- 
ardship of our time, our talents, and the tem- 
poral possessions entrusted to our care. 

If we suffer these considerations to have 
their due weight, they cannot fail to produce 
a powerful influence on our conduct—to 
awaken the strongest sympathies of our na- 
ture, and impress us with a deep sense of the 
obligations which rest upon us. The finest 
strains of eloquence, the most cogent argu- 
ments would be lost upon that man, who can 
rise from the perusal of facts such as have 
been drawn from the reports, and not feel 
himself impelled by motives of philanthropy, 
and of religious duty, to exert himself in so 
noble a cause—a cause which affects, not the 
physical wants, but the moral well-being of 
our brethren and sisters, united to us by the 
endearing ties of a common faith, and a wor- 
ship offered on the same spiritual aJtars. 

In a society founded on the principle of 
fraternal association, and for purposes of mu- 
tual edification and comfort, whose members 
are bound by the strongest obligations to 
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“ An individual, much interested in this sub-| “III. With the Types and Prophecies o 
ject, was engaged, about ten years ago, in| the Bible-——The pupils must be able to point 
visiting a large public schvol; and although the| out and explain the most important types, and 
children daily heard a portion of the scriptures, | all the principal prophecies, which relate to 
he found them, on close examination, very|our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and they 
ignorant of their contents. After all of them|must be conversant with the passages in the 
who could read the Bible had been provided| New Testament, in which some of the types 
with a copy of it, he left with them the propo-|and prophecies are so applied by our Lord 
sition which forms the first part of the present | himself, or by his disciples. 








little tract, and promised to come again to 
them, after a certain period, in order to 


“IV. With the Doctrines of the Bible.— 


FIFTH MONTH, 31, 1834. 

(a en a ne A RR 

We have been furnished with the following 
memorandum, relative to the late Virginia 
Yearly Meeting:— 

“« The Virginia Yearly Meeting which closed 
for the present season, on the 2Ist instant, 
was held at Somerton, on the borders of North 


They must be able to point out the most|Carolina, and has been a favoured season 


examine them on the plan marked out'striking passages in Holy Writ, which prove or wherein Friends were enabled to conduct the 
in it. The result was, in a high degree, \elucidate the love, power, wisdom, justice,| @flairs of Society with much unanimity and 
satisfactory. ‘The children, who understood|moral government, and omnipresence of the brotherly concord. ‘There were in attendance 
that they would be rewarded according to| Almighty; the fall, and natural corruption of| Committees from the yearly meetings of Balti- 
their proficiency, (provided their conduct|man; the Divine character of Jesus Christ ;| more and North Carolina; these, with visiters 
should correspond with their knowledge,) set|and redemption which He wrought for us. from several other yearly meetings, both in 
themselves assiduously to work, applying to} “41. In dying for our sins; the committee and general capacity, on the 
this purpose parts of their play hours, and| “2. In saving us from sin, thus procuring subject of the discontinuance of the yearly 
much of the first day of the week. At the|for us eternal life—the offices and operations| meeting, united with Friends there in the 
end of a year, the second examination took| of the Holy Spirit; the difference between the Judgment, that the time had not arrived where- 
place; and it might be truly said that the face|Old and New dispensations—the one, legal, |!" such a step could be advisedly taken; and 
of the school was changed. The children had/ typical, and administered by priests on earth; Friends were afresh excited to greater dili- 
obtained a varied and extensive knowledge of| the other, spiritual, and admivistered by our| gence and renewal of covenants,—to a more 
scripture; and it was the united testimony of| great High Priest in heaven; the existence of full dedication of heart in pressing toward the 
their teachers, that their conduct and general|a future state of happiness or misery; the final|™ark for the prize of the high calling of God 
demeanour was in consequence much im-| judgment of men by Jesus Christ; the fruits of|'" Christ Jesus our Lord; under the covering 





proved. 
rested, in connection with this Christian un- 
dertaking, both on the pupils and on their in- 
structors. The same system has been con- 
tinued in the school alluded to, up to the 
present period; and, after so long experience, 
the value of the tree has been amply evinced 
by the abundance of its fruit. 


“Tt ought to be observed, that the efforts 
of the children are greatly assisted by the tu- 
tors, each of whom superintends during an 
hour or two on the first day of the week, a 
class for scripture instruction; and they are in 
the almost daily habit, after the scriptures 
have been read to the children, of questioning 
them on that which they have heard. 


“ The same plan has been since introduced 
into many other schools, with good effect; and 
it is equally applicable to families of children 
educated at home. May all who have the 
care of children be diligent in communicating 
to them the knowledge of Divine truth—and 
thus sowing the seed of the kingdom. As 
their dependence is entirely placed on the 
Lorp, and on the work of his Spirit, there is 
reason to believe, that they may safely expect 
his blessing, and that the harvest will, in due 
time, be abundant. 


“\ Proposition for the Examination of Young 
Persons in the Holy Scriptures. 


“ The pupils are expected to be acquainted, 

“]T. With the Books of the Bible.—They 
must be able to state the order of these bouks; 
their principal contents, and the names of their 
authors, if known; and they must be able to 
repeat some of the most striking passages. 

“II. With the History of the Bible.—They 
must make themselves acquainted with the 
most interesting and important circumstances 
recorded in the Bible, from the history of the 
creation to that of the apostles: and they must 
be able to explain in what respects they cis- 
play the providence of God, the hapniness of 
the righteous, and the misery of the wicked. 


Indeed a blessing seemed to have} the Spirit— 


‘6 4, 
“oO, 
“3. 
“4, 
ness. 
‘6 5, 
“6, 
“7, 


Humility and contrition of mind. 
Faith. 

Charity or love. 

Meckness, forbearance, and forgive- 


Purity of heart. 
Watchfulness. 
Prayer. 
“8. Honesty, integrity, and truth. 
“9. Patience, and willingness to suffer for 
Christ's sake. 
“10. ‘Temperance. 
“11. Subjection to human authorities. 
“12, The sacrifice of our natural inclina- 
tions, the taking up of our cross, and the de- 
dication of ourselves to God.”’ 


Never put off till to-morrow what can be done 
to-day! says a proverb, not less wise than old. 

Negligence and procrastination, in all sorts 
of business, are of most ruinous tendency. 

Did the husbandman put off his spring’s 
work till summer, the fall would see him in 
poverty, and winter in starvation. 

So the parent, who neglects to sow, in the 
infancy of his children, the seeds of knowledge 
and virtue, will ordinarily witness their grace- 
less youth, and wretched manhood. 

So the young person, who does not season- 
ably set himself about establishing solid and 
useful habits of thought and action,—and who 
does not resolutely pursue the path which Pro- 
vidence points out to him, is likely to be un- 
comfortable to himself, and, perhaps, burden- 
some to his neighbours. 

So he, who toils for wealth—so he, who 
would secure reputation—so he, who seeks 
for glory and honour, immortal and everlast- 
ing, should set out immediately. 

“ Be wise to-day, ’tis madness to defer!” 


Agent appointed. 
Amos Ladd, of Richmond, Va., is appointed agent 


of “The Friend,” in place of Thomas Ladd, de- 
ceased. 


of which the meeting concluded, to assemble 
next year at Cedar creek. The meeting was 
larger than has been held for many years. 


The fifth Annual Report of the Bible As- 
sociation of Friends in America, which we 
have inserted at length in the present number, 
is fraught with matter relative to the state and 
progress of that excellent institution, worthy 
the special consideration of Friends generally. 
It is satisfactory to observe the increasing num- 
ber of the auxiliary associations, and we should 
rejoice to hear of the establishment of at least 
one within every quarterly meeting in America, 
as the usefulness and prosperity of the concern 
greatly depends upon the aid derived from this 
source. ‘The plan suggested for rendering 
available to the work the lively zeal of women 
Friends, it is hoped will attract their attention. 
The business of ascertaining and supplying 
individual wants in regard to the Scriptures, 
seems peculiarly within their province. 

The committee who have the care of the 
boarding school at Westtown, are in want of a 
teacher to take charge of the boys’ mathemati- 
cal school—also, a well qualified female teach- 
er for one of the girls’ arithmetical schools— 
apply to Thomas Stewardson, Arch street. 

5 mo. 31, 1834, 


————— 

Diep, in Ledyard, Cayuga county, N. Y., on the 
5th of 4th mo. last, aged eighteen years, Mary T. 
Bowen, a member of the Society of Friends, and 
daughter of Benjamin and Lucretia Bowen. Her 
patient suffering during an illness of more than two 
years’ continuance, and her humble trust in tho me- 
rits of a crucified Redeemer, have left a consoling 
evidence that she has been removed from this world, 
to be made a partaker of “ an inheritance incorrupti- 
ble and undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” 

The above notice has been accidentally delayed. 
Diep, at Somerton, while in attendance at the 
yearly mecting there, Taomas Lapp, an esteemed 
member of the Society of Friends of Richmond, Va. 
He was slightly indisposed on first day, the 18th in- 
stant, and deceased on second day following. His 
complaint, inflammation of the bowels. 


